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Description of the work carried out during the STSM  

On the first day of the visit, the researcher was introduced to the building of linguistic corpora for research purposes 

and to the steps involved in creating language corpora in general. Universal Dependencies 

(https://universaldependencies.org/) tree bank was explored in terms of component parts: tokenization and word 

segmentation, POs features, morphology, and syntax. As syntax constituted the focus of the visit, the researcher 

became familiar with its description in the Albanian tree bank (https://universaldependencies.org/sq/index.html)  

and analysed the six components included in it. Then the researcher was introduced to annotation of linguistic 

corpora focusing on syntactic annotation. After reading the total of 60 sentences in the Albanian tree bank 

(https://github.com/UniversalDependencies/UD_Albanian-TSA/blob/master/sq_tsa-ud-test.conllu), 10 sentences 

were randomly selected. The researcher identified and selected the sentences containing wrong annotations, which 

were then double checked in cooperation with the host researcher. Initially the type of mistake performed in the 

existing annotation was identified then the improved version of the annotation was considered. During evaluation 

of annotations, the researcher noted down all types of wrong annotations as well as challenges and issues 

encountered during evaluation of the selected sentences.  

After provision of the improved version of all the selected sentences containing mistakes, double and peer checking 

was performed and the results were discussed among the researchers. In addition, other identified issues and 

challenges were discussed along with how they were addressed, or how they could be addressed in future work. A 

discussion and comparison of results demonstrated that the most common issues were: insufficient syntax content 

and categories and explanation in terms of sentence and clause types; wrong annotation of the verb to be (its 

classification as auxiliary even when used as a main verb). Other issues constituted the need for a detailed 

classification of different types of determiners, in particular particles preceding adjectives.  

Part of the evaluation included discussion of utilization of the results for educational and research purposes. The 

guest researcher will integrate examples from the results (including challenges and how to address them) in the 

instruction of syntactic dependencies to English language majors in her institution, mostly focusing on comparative 
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analysis of English and Albanian thus making use of the Albanian tree bank and other languages included in the 

UD, 

Finally, the researchers discussed the possibility of continuing analysis and evaluation of the other sentences in the 

tree bank, and most importantly the need to update the syntax content with all the types of missing information.  It 

was discussed to consider further work with the remaining datasets/sentences in the UD Albanian treebank in order 

to enhance it and furthermore to consider publication of results. The possibility for the creation of a new dataset 

from scratch was also discussed. 

List of links to the UD and resources/references  

1. Universal dependencies  (https://universaldependencies.org/  

2. UD for Albanian (https://universaldependencies.org/sq/index.html  

3. UD Albanian TSA (https://github.com/UniversalDependencies/UD_Albanian-TSA/blob/master/sq_tsa-ud-

test.conllu 
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Description of the STSM main achievements and planned follow-up activities 

The STSM achieved its planned goals and expected outcomes by making a specific contribution to the Action’s 

objectives and deliverables in the framework of both research coordination and capacity building. The researcher 

became familiar with corpora building and syntactic annotation, as well as analysis and evaluation of existing 

syntactic annotations. The Albanian tree bank in Universal Dependencies was used as the main focus of the visit. 

https://universaldependencies.org/
https://universaldependencies.org/sq/index.html
https://github.com/UniversalDependencies/UD_Albanian-TSA/blob/master/sq_tsa-ud-test.conllu
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The main achievements of the mission can be summed up as: 

Fostering of knowledge and experience exchange and interdisciplinary network  

Exploration of and familiarity with corpus building and syntactic annotations. 

Familiarity with linguistic aspects and processes involved in corpus building and syntactic annotation of the 

Albanian tree bank in Universal Dependencies 

Analysis and evaluation of some syntactic annotations in the Albanian tree bank 

Discussion of possible future cooperation between the host and guest researchers in further analysis and 

improvement of the Albanian tree bank in the UD. 

As follow-up activities: 

Use of the analysed sentences from Albanian tree bank and their comparison to other languages (English mostly) 

in the UD in the instruction of syntax by the guest researcher.  

Further analysis and improvement of the Albanian tree bank in the UD corpus. 

 


